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About this Newsletter
The primary goal of this newsletter is to let you know
more about current information on quail in a digestible,
yet scientifically-sound format.  And I do mean
digestible!  I realize it has been awhile (last December)
since you were last updated on the progress of the Caesar
Kleberg Wildlife Research Institute’s 4-year radio
telemetry study on northern bobwhites in southern Texas.

PRELIMINARY RESULTS
(1) Fall nesting (Oct-Dec).   Probably due to poor nest-

ing conditions caused by severe summer drought,
bobwhites were nesting from October-December
1998.  The mid-September rains may have provided
better habitat conditions and/or stimulating the hens
to lay.

(2)  Spring nesting (March-June).  Not much rest, for
me or the birds!  Incubation of eggs started the last
week of March 1999.  Therefore, using back calcu-
lations, the first few birds started laying prior to the
rainfall events that month.  Number of radioed birds
nesting remained constant during the spring months.

(3) Nest selection.  Gulf cordgrass (“sacahuista” Spartina
spartinae) was a preferred plant type for nesting.
This perennial grass also provided excellent escape
and loafing habitat.  Sacahuista grows in low-lying
or poorly drained areas, often forming uniform
stands.  Bobwhites tended to nest near the edge of
these stands probably so they could find suitable
brooding habitat when the chicks hatched.

(4) Quail movements.  Bobwhites moved less than
expected during summer, probably due to the drought
conditions.  Most quail were found in areas of woody
vegetation, especially during loafing periods,

because grass and forb cover was almost nonexist-
ent.   Interestingly, the preferred loafing site was
slightly elevated.  After the October rains, birds
within several coveys would move 1-3 miles (in-
dicative of “fall shuffle”) and began using cordgrass
areas.  However, it was apparent that bobwhites
moved these long distances to find suitable nesting
cover since birds were incubating shortly thereafter.

(5) Nest success.  Hatchability was 90 % during the 1998
fall nesting, which is similar to the 1999 early spring
nests; most eggs within clutches hatched.  It appears
that the late spring nests are less successful and fewer
eggs are laid.  Male bobwhites incubated 8 % of
radio-collared nests during the late season and so
far, it is similar this spring.  Mean clutch size con-
tained 12 eggs during fall nesting compared to 16
for early spring and for 14 late spring nesting.

(6) Quail mortality.  Mortality was classified as mam-
malian, avian, or trap/accidental based on evidence
at the site.   Predation by mammals was 75 %, birds
17 %, unknown 4 %, and trap stress 1 %.
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Would you like to support the South Texas
Quail Project?  Send a tax-deductible con-
tribution to:

South Texas Quail Project
Caesar Kleberg Wildlife Research
Institute, Texas A&M University-
Kingsville
Mail Stop Center 218
Kingsville, TX  78363-8202

If you or someone you know would like to receive
a free copy of THE COVEY  Newsletter, please
write to the address below.

QUAIL PROJECT TECHNICIANS
Ashton Hutchins was hired in March to assist in the field
work.  Ashton is from the Dallas area and is a 1997 gradu-
ate from Texas A&M University.  Danny Vasquez was
hired in June.  Danny is from Big Lake and is a 1999
graduate from San Angelo State University.

SOUTH TEXAS QUAIL PROJECT CONTRIBUTORS
The following individuals, companies, and organizations
provided financial support in 1998-99.
Richard C. Adkerson W. W. Jones, II
Caroline R. Alexander Charles H. Krall
Tobin Armstrong Peyton M. Lake
John & Ann Barnard O. P. Leonard, Jr.
E.C. Barfield Lincoln Finc. Advisors
Marcos T. Barrett, III Max Lindinger
Carin Marcy Barth James Martin
Lee M. Bass Armand G. McHenry, Jr.
Perry R. Bass Melton & Melton
Becker Trading Company Mestena, Inc.
Thomas Beverly H.L. Miller
Tom Blackwell Robert L. Mitchell
Joe Blackwood William Morris
Jonathon & Elizabeth Calvert Geoff & Christine Morrison
L. A. Carter Christopher T. Moser
CCNG, Inc. NW Louisiana Q.U.
Chalker, Bair & Associates Parker Drilling Company
James & Kathy Collins Richard & Judith Perkins
Tim Connolly Daniel Porter
Corrigan & Associates Q.U. Texas Council
Amos DeWitt B.G. Reppert
James R. Dougherty, Jr. Fdt. W. B. Robbins
East Texas Q.U. James Rogers, Sr.
R. L. Easton Leslie Rosencutter
Charles V.L. Elia South Texas Q.U.
John & Nelma Estes Springer Ranch, Ltd.
James G. Floyd Barbara W. Springer
Alfred C. Glassell, Jr. Kenneth Sutton
Jack Gorman Nicholas & Shannon Swyka
Paula Graves George E. Tanner
Craig Green Tiger Management L.L.C.
Erik Hanson TioMoya
Philip Harden Valley Beverage of McAllen
Mr. & Mrs. Hershey Venada, Inc.
A. W. Hodde, Jr. Peter R. Vig
Anne Holt Steven F. Voges
William L. Hutchison Winn Exploration Co., Inc.
Dick Jones

BOBWHITE TRANSLOCATION STUDY IN
SOUTHERN TEXAS: A PILOT PROJECT
This pilot project is a joint study between Caesar Kleberg
Wildlife Research Institute, Texas A&M University-
Kingsville, Kingsville, TX and the King Ranch, Inc.  The
primary objectives were to measure the survival rates
and reproductive performance of translocated northern
bobwhites captured during early spring (March-April)
in southern Texas.

PRELIMINARY RESULTS
 The translocation pilot study was successful in that both
bobwhite survival and reproductive success were higher
than expected.  Although not well documented, translo-
cating wild bobwhites is a common practice in southern
Texas.  Information gained from this study will provide
landowners and researchers with recommendations on
using translocation techniques to maintain or enhance
bobwhite populations.


